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Theme of the Seminar 

What is the nature of theory and experience in social sciences?  While there are those who 

bemoan an overly theoretical and jargonized form of discourse on society and marginalization 

of dalits, women, tribes and minorities, there are others who worry that there is very little 

theoretical as well as ideological understanding of issues in people engaged with academia now 

as they only generate and discuss statistics. 

As people lament over falling standards of social sciences, particularly its theoretical 

components some scholars have called attention to the authoritative and non egalitarian 

nature of social science practice scholars also point out that Dalits and Bahujans find it less 

motivating to invest in theory.  Colonized mindsets continue to dominate – fascination for 

positivism replaced by mindless chanting of European post modern heroes & feminist scholars 

names seems to worry some scholars who call for a more capacious scholarship including 

resources from non American & European sources. 

Philosophy, sometimes perceived as an a prior discipline working at the second order is often 

criticized for being removed from contingencies of the world which actually are the central 

areas of our life and its conflicts.  This abstraction is sometimes also seen as being complicit in 

perpetuation of social inequalities of class, race, caste and gender.  There are of course many 

instances of explicit intolerance and discrimination justified by individual philosophers and 

schools of thought.  How does philosophy engage with experience?  How is experience defined?  
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Are questions about whose experience, where how and what to be re cognized?  How are they 

to be handled?  What are the normative standards and how are they to be deliberated upon?  

Questions of disciplinary definitions and fruitful engagement are becoming more pressing  as 

the questions of identity politics become more violent. 

This seminar proposes to engage on themes specially related to theory and Practice, experience 

and egalitarian inclusion in social sciences.  Many of these themes have been discussed in the 

book “The Cracked Mirror” written by Professor Gopal Guru and Professor Sunder Sarukkai 

published by Oxfam University Press in 2012.  We hope this Seminar will bring in some more 

reflection on these important issues.  We propose to invite a few senior scholars and some 

younger scholars from philosophy and other disciplines for a fruitful continuation of the debate. 

Co- coordinators  - Professor Gopal Guru, Professor Rakesh Chandra 

 


